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blame j he did not say it  was so, but the house
ought to  be  satisfied that it was not so.    They
were not even apprised whether it was the wish of
the Bank that the   measure  should be  adopted.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer said it was, but
he took nothing* upon his word, and therefore, called
upon some of the directors of the Bank to come
forward and say whether it was or was not at their
desire the order in council had been issued.    There
was something unaccountable on the face of the
business, for the Bank to announce its own solvency
immediately after it had been ordered to stop pay-
ment; and if it was solvent, why was an order
issued which would operate so much to the injury
of their credit? For his own part he did not ap-
prove of opening a committee to inquire into the
affairs of the Bank, because he had the firmest
confidence in its solidity, and such an inquiry might
considerably hurt its credit; but he deemed it highly
expedient that a committee should be appointed to
inquire into the grounds nponf which the order in
council had been issued.    He was of opinion, at
all events, the two inquiries ought not to be sepa-
rated.    An instruction, if necessary, might be given
to the committee, to report upon the circumstances
of the Bank before it entered upon the' other in-
quiry.    But he did not perceive so much dispatch
was requisite,  because  the proclamation, at  pre-
sent,   had all the   effect  of   a  law,   and   a  bill
might be immediately passed as a matter of tem-
porary accommodation,   to enable   the Bank   to
issue small  notes.     So far, however, as he had
made up his opinion, he disapproved of a com-
mittee to inquire  into  the  circumstances  of the
Bank, as such an inquiry might be productive of
evil, and could not possibly do any good.    For what
was the result expected to be ?    There was but one
hope,  and one opinion, that the Bank would be
found to he perfectly secure.    Why then should the
public guarantee their notes ?   As well might the